





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a ay eee 
3 Z ie ee ee 


AFTER 
HOURS wer pne sere 


0 


= 


= 


a 


HE SAYS 
THEYRE 
ALL THERE 
ALREADY. 


HEY 


one 


CAN I 
SEE IT 
AGAIN? 


MMMA--_- 
A MASTER- 
PIECE, 
IF L DO 
SAY SO 
MYSELF! 





DON’T BE. 
THIS TIME 
WE’RE ONLY 
DOING IT 
IT’S FOR OUR 


BASICALLy FRIENDS- 


\) PRELIMINARY 
WE HAVE TO BATTLE. 

CONVINCE 
LATER. 


8 > "i 


are ® HOURS #6 









Our 
strategy 
Is to cover 
everything in 
one go and 
get started 
ASAP! 


Kei says 
they can all 
be super 
stubborn, 
so we're 
going to 
have a real 
sit-down 
heart-to-heart 
with them. 








Today 
we're 
presenting 
our plan 

to the 


gang. 





































OH--- 

I THINK WE 
SHOULD TALK 
ABOUT IT 
AT DINNER- 


WAPTs SOUS ae 





THIS IS 
SEXUAL 
HARASSMENT, 

I sAy! LADIES-ONLY 


SAY ‘ 
> o CONVER 
= SATION. 
Mi, | oe = 








YOURE 
ON! 
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Wy Wa | 
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BREAKFAST.-- 
THE BAKERY WAS 





OUT OF MY USUAL, 
AND IT’S REALLY 
THROWING OFF 
MY GAME--- 


















































Whoa, 
is that 
you?! 
Please sit 








SHE CAN°T 
JUST ANSWER ' YOU 


OFF THE CUFF 
LIKE THAT._- FEELING, 


SHE ISNT LIKE CHAMP? 
US NOBODIES. 


DUNNO- 
BUT I 
FEEL LIKE 
WE*VE 
BEEN HERE 
BEFORE- 


BACK IN THE 
DAY, WE WENT 
EVERYWHERE. 
We WERE om Se hy | LIKE BEACH 
TRYING TO Wooo : eM = CLUBS AND 
/ STUFF. 
ee | Yj, Ik WHEREVER THEY & 
a. , IA WANTED us. 
OURSELVES, | 
WEREN’T 
Wwe? 














BUT I 
COULDN°T 
DO THAT 
THESE 
DAYS- 





YEAH, L 
REMEMBER 


IT WAS THE WORST! 
OUR CD PLAYERS 
GOT INFESTED WITH 
SAND, AND EVERY CD 
WE TRIED TO PLAY 
CAME OUT SCRATCHED 
TO HELL AND BACK. 


PLUS, 
NO MATTER 
WHERE YOU 

GO, YOU 
GOTTA HAVE 
COOPERA- 










































GOTTA 
LEAVE IT 
TO THE 
SPECIAL- 
ISTS, 

RIGHT? 





ee 
WE'RE A in 
A OING 
TEAM NOW, ey You \ ah BVENT 
A PACKAGE || °° | some , \“ar YOUR 
DEAL-_. Kak PLACE. 






SATISFIED 
WITH THAT. 





IT CAN°T 
BE SUPER 
LOUD AND 
YOU CANT 
SERVE A 
TON OF 
DIFFERENT 
DRINKS, 
RIGHT? 


































WHEN KEI 
WAS DRAGGING 
EVERYONE 
TOGETHER, SAYING 
LI WASN’T SURE IF THERE ARE 


THIS WAS GONNA 
WORK, BUT NOW I 
FEEL MOST AT HOME 
WHEN I°M WITH ALL 

THESE GUYS. 


PLACES 
THAT FIT et 
EVERYONE’S 
NEEDS, 
THEN- 


oe THAT'S 
STRONG 
/ 
























Dan values 
being able to 
put on events 
with this 
group just 
as much as 


to make 
sure this 
presentation 
goes 
perfectly! 









Well, that 
was my 

fault for 

not being 

careful... 











monster 
! 










MOUNTAIN 
DEW, HALF 
|] CHOCOLATE 










THERE 
<offee?! 
Coffeel! 


















THE GAP 


WHAT?RE 
WE 
GOING 
TO EAT? 










WAIT, WASN?T 














I WANTED 
TO HAVE 
A NICE 
LONG TALK 
ABOUT IT, 
REALLY. 
BUT, OH 


SING 





















YOURE 


YOU DON?T 
































USUALLY 
CALL US 
ALL OUT IN 
THE DAYTIME 
mus was 
stip SOMETHING 
BE OUR TO irri 
TENTH, 
RIGHT? 
SO I WAS 
THINKING 
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A rave. 
A special’ ” 
onernight-only 





























WE SHOULD 

































































































































































ie er BE ABLE TO 
Da, e fe 7 rar RENT THIS 
: ABANDONED 
ee en a. MEANS THAT BUNS THar 
- THE LOCAL 
BUILD ELECTRONICS LEGALLY, oyfMENTR 
IT WITH AND LIGHTING OF 7 
OUR OWN AND MAKE COURSE. 
A POP-UP 
ARE YOU HANDS. Fors 
EXCITED ¥ 


2! 














WE?LL 
SELL 
TICKETS : QR {=I 2S _ : 

FOR FIVE / : : S - - . 
BUCKS- - 





























| really 


IT’S STILL 
IN THE 
PLANNING 
STAGES, BUT 
WE?VE PUT > So ask 
TOGETHER A ? < worked 
PROPOSAL so hard 


THAT’?S REALLY { on to 
ACHIEVABLE- come 


true! 












: OUR EVENT 
HA Cz BUDGET |S 
HA_-- Pau STILL IN THE 
KNEW 5: WELL BLACK, AND 
FIVE YOU WERE LAT 2 ANY MONEY 
TIMES PLANNING f WE NEED TO 
PlOOES SOME- PITCH IN 
ee PERSONALLY 
I CAN°T 7 SHOULD GET 
REALLY REIMBURSED 
PICTURE IT, BY THE 
BUT I'M TICKET 
WILLING SALES. 
TO GIVE 
IT A TRY. 


What 
a 
relief 






\ SHOULD. 


IF YOURE 
THAT INSPIRED 
TO PUT ONA 
BIG EVENT, 
THERE’RE ANY 
NUMBER OF 
ACTUAL 
VENUES WE 
COULD 
RENT. 


I DON’T 
KNOW WHY 
YOU HAVE 

TO RISK 
IT ALL ON 

SUCH A 

HUGE 
GAMBLE_ 


WE'RE THAT’?S 
ALREADY NOT 
MOVING WHAT 
ia THIS IS 


DEAL 
WITH 
IT. 
































WHAT?S 
WITH 
YOU? 









































a) 


' 
( 

' 

| 

' 

u 
i 
’ 
\ 
‘ 























NOW IT?S 
A MATTER 
OF WHO 
BREAKS 
FIRST. 


. 
Se . 


(TE 


Salt 


Uthink 
maybe you're 
being a little 
too stubborn. 

though. 


DAN?LL 
SHOW UP 
ONCE 
HE GETS 
HUNGRY. 


THAT?S 
RIGHT- 
THAT?S WHY 
L°M THE 
LEADER- 


<i 
HE’S GOT 


A LOT OF 
TALENT, 
BUT HIS 

PERSONALITY 
COULD USE 
SOME WORK- 


h 
h 








MAKE —— WHAT°?D 

SURE TO 

CATCH UP GOING sepa 

BEFORE AHEAD! 

WE LEAVE 
&, YOU 
\. BEHIND! 






















































































































































































WEIRD. 
YOU ON 
YOUR 
PERIOD? 











OB 
DEFINITELY GREAT... 
HAVE FUN 
WITH TOO, 
DAN! 








WE JUST 
THOUGHT 















































ABOUT 
IT AND 
Pee TALKED IT 
I DON'T TOUS 
WHEN ACTUALLY SUDDENLY 
WAS IN HOBBIES- Aga 
SCHOOL I 
DID SPORTS, 
AND L 
THOUGHT 
THAT PD 
BUT ONCE JUST KEEP 
LGOTA DOING 
REAL JOB, THAT- 
I JUST 
STOPPED 


IMMEDI- 
ATELY. 





AND 
THEN 
KEI 
INVITED 
ME TO 
WORK 
THAT 
EVENT 


CREATING 
THIS 

SPECIAL 

SPACE. 


I KNOW 
ITS 

PRETTY 

SELFISH, 
BUT THATS THING 
WHERE I?M WILL 
COMING 
FROM. 




















YOURE 
JUST DOING 
THIS EMBAR- 

RASSING 
THING OUT 
OF THE 
GOODNESS 

OF YOUR 
() HEART?! 

















IF YOU 
DON?T 
PARTICI- 
PATE, 
THE 
GROUP 
ISNPT 
COMPLETE! 













LOOKS LIKE 
THE KOS, WHO, 













CAME IN AFTER, 
ZL THINK) ME HOPPED OVER, 
DAN THOSE WALLS 1 
Mijad SOVERE NOTHING. 
ING, 
THE SAME TM ACTUALLY 


WAY, PRETTY 


JEALOUS, 


ice 


Ww 
\1— 














This is 
why I'm 
so bad 


0) 
RS 
go 
S53 
20 

»y 





GEEZ, 
ALRIGHT 






































HUH? 


GOT 
SOMETHIN? 


ELSE 
TO Shy? 


COULD 
YOU WAIT A 
BIT BEFORE 

COMING 


TO THE 
RESTAURANT...2 | 
































2 


‘naa mo 


ia. Ava 
PF) 


AcT <Oy OUT 
of tHe blue 
like tHaT— 
it's weiRd! 





OKAY, WE 
CAN BRING 
ALL OUR 
ELECTRONIC 
EQUIPMENT 
AND RENT THE 
REST OF THE 
LIGHTING- 

















WE?LL 
HAVE OUR 
YEAR-END 
MEETING 
SOON- 









UNTIL THEN, 
WE*LL WORK 
SLOWLY 
WHEN THERE 
ARE THINGS 
THAT HAVE 
TO BE DONE 
SLOWLY. 









35 


WERE DOING 
WHAT WE CAN 
WHEN WE CAN. 

DON’T YOU WORRY. 
AS THE BIG DAY 

GETS CLOSER 

AND CLOSER, 

THINGS ARE 

GONNA GET 
CRAZY HECTIC. 





ARENT 
WE 
GETTING 
AHEAD 
OF OUR- 
SELVES? 
IS THAT 
A GOOD 
IDEA? 











that's okay, 
but | really 
feel like 
| haven't 
done 
enough... 


Basically 
all I've 
done |s 

do exactly 
what Ker 
tells me 
to do. 


Am | 
really of 
any Use 

to her 
at all...P 











AND WHY ARE 
YOU IN YOUR 
UNDERWEAR?! 
PUT SOME 
CLOTHES 
ON! 


SUPPOSED 
TO LOOK! 





WE SAW 
BACH OTHER 
NAKED AT 
THE BATHS. 
Nobody WHY SO 


gets A COLD 
into the é 
bath with 
clothes 
on! 























There are 
things | 
can't do 

as casually 

when 


DON’T feelings 
INTERRUPT ee. 
PEOPLE involved, 


You 
know? 





ACTUALLY, 
IT’S ONE OF 
THE THINGS 














NOWS 
EXACTLY 
THE RIGHT 
TIME! 
PUT ON 
SOMETHING 
FANCY. 

























































































































SURE BUILDING 


\ WE CAN 










mM course!" 
she 
says... 












































I THOUGHT 
FLOWERS 
WOULD BE 
A PAIN TO 
DEAL WITH, 

Sot 
BROUGHT 
TREATS. 





HEY, 
SHOULDN'T 
YOU 








we 


A 








THANKS, 
THANKS. 














| wonder 
if they're 
headed 
home. 
The exact 
opposite 


4 EYES 
of Us. : FRONT/ 





IT's 
GOING TO 
BE CHILL, 

BUT I 
THOUGHT 
WE COULD 
PEEK IN 

FOR A 
MINUTE. 


RIGHT, SO THIS 
CLASSMATE 
OF MIDORI’S— 
I THINK- 
|S HAVING A 
PARTY TO 
CELEBRATE 
THE START OF 
HIS NEW 
BUSINESS. 


WELL, SHE 
WAS AT THE 
PA. MIXER, 
SO YOU 
PROBABLY 
COULDN'T 
SEE HER 


r\ FROM THE 


FLOOR. 


WE EACH 
WANT TO 
MAKE SURE 
MIDORI ou SOUND 
DOES 1S BEAUTIFUL 
THAT WHEN IT 
FOR REACHES THE 
Us. AUDIENCE'S 


Actually, 
A she 2 
Works 


AND EVEN 
IF THEY 
WERE ALL 
THE SAME, 
OUR 
SOUND 
WOULD 
STILL 
DIFFER- 
ENTIATE 
ITSELF. 


50, 
As YOU 
WERE 
SAYING? 


MIDORI WAS 
AT THE AFTER- 
PARTY OF 
THAT EVENT 
I WORKED, 
RIGHT? 


ALL USE 
DIFFERENT 
TOOLS 
AND 
WORK IN 
DIFFERENT 
GENRES. 


\use 
recoras- 





BUT MIDORI 
OPTIMIZES 
THINGS SO 
THAT WE CAN 
DO OUR JOB 
Ue WITHOUT 
MIDORI'S 5 HAVING TO 
BASICALLY : THINK TOO 
: HARD. 


























Midori's 


an 
unsung 
hero, 





WELCOME, 
WELCOME- 


“ny 


THANK 
YOU 
FOR 

LETTING 


HER 


|_| FRIENDS. 





WE WENT 
BACK AND Sure 
as FORTH ABOUT i 
MY WANTING TO 
This is } KEEP THE BASS 
DOWN WHILE STILL 
LEAVING IT DANCE- 
Doneers ABLE. EVENTUALLY 
conver SHE WENT ALONG 
RIDICULOUS 
REQUEST. 


starting 
fo be a 


| feel like 
Midori and [SAE 


even this myself get 
dude are all : 


younger zs 


IT’s 


pass A | A 
PECIFIC } (> - 
ie ) 


THING..- 
LIKE... A 
THRILLING 
SORT OF 
FEELING? 


A 





DIDN'T GET 
OUR STUFF 
CLEANED UP 
IN TIME, AND 
THERE WAS 
NO WAY WE 
COULD PUT 
UP THE 
ACOUSTIC 








MY MAIN JOB IS 
STAGING SPACES, 
SO IT MAKES 
ME REALLY 
HAPPY TO 
HEAR THAT. 


| see... 
So you 
can 
create 
an 
evert... 


























I've 
really 
strayed 
from the 
daywalker 











lifestyle. 

















| Have TO 
CONCENTRATE 
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AND SINCE L HAVEN?T 
REALLY TALKED MUCH 
SINCE HIGH SCHOOL, 
THE MUSCLES IN MY FACE 
JUST SORT OF SETTLED 
INTO THIS BITCHY 





YOU DON?T 
THINK YOU 
COULD HAVE 
MADE IT 
WORK? 


C'mon 
Emu, 
it's like 
riding a 









YOU TRY SAYING 
THAT AFTER YOU 





| don't 








really 
want to GET A BUNCH OF 
delve any OLD MEN TELLING 
deeper YOU THEY’D PAY 
into YOU FOR IT. 
















that... 


bl | Se tay 





yj 


=. i 
ZZ H 
a) 


yy 


a 





w 
Qs 
32 
0§ 
It 
FD 


2 
SI 


HE DOES, 


THE WORK 
AND IT’S 
REALLY 
COOL. 


LIKE, 
OF THIS 
STORE— 
LOOK. 


IT’S, 
THE FACADE 


| ended 
up guitting 
before 
the site 
launched, 
but tt looks 
like they 
managed 
to clean up 
after | 


Ou, No. 
| don’t 
Really 
keep THEM 0 
ON me... 


LOOKING 
AT. 


AH, DO YOU 
HAVE A BUSI- 
NESS CARD? 
IF YOU DON’T 


SERIOUSLY? 
IT’S 


PRETTY 
POPULAR 
WITH THE 

STAFF, 
Too! 


JUST SAY 
IT OUT 
LOUD. 





tHars |} 
RIGHT! 

YOU 

FEEL 

THAT 

WAY, 

TOO 

KEI! 


IT’S VERY SAD, 
BUT WE PARTY 
PEOPLE TEND 
TO BEFRIEND 
INTERESTING 

FOLKS AS 

A PRETEXT 
FOR MAKING 
BUSINESS 


I DON'T REALLY 
KNOW ABOUT 
MONEY STUFF, SO 
MAYBE IT WON?T 
WORK AT ALL, 
BUT WHAT IF WE 
TEAMED UP WITH 
THOSE GUYS TO 
PUT IT ON?! OR 
SOMETHING- 





SHE’S 
GOTA 
SERIOUS 









PERISH 
THE 
THOUGHT! 
DM 
SAYING IT : 

as AN NO? 

EVENT 

ORGA- 
NIZER. I°M 
COUNTING 
ON YOUR 
INSTINCTS 




































YOU MIGHT IN- 






































GO ABOUT STINCTS? 
IT IN I HAVE 
AND I?M SO DIFFERENT THOSE? 
GREEDY FOR Bieee 
A FUN EVENT eWeree 
THAT DLL Sie ane 
INCORPORATE THAP?S = THING 
ANYTHING THAT WHYI as A va. 
COULD MAKE THINK YOUR 
IT MORE Pua 
I | 
ENJOYABLE! eget 


WITH 
THEIRS- 











strong 
friend 


ship 
to fall 
back 

on. 


ALL RIGHT, 
THEN! 
GET ON 
OVER 
THERE, 


IDEA 
GIRL! 








So 
\. always 
has 
_ 
back, 
after 


A : 


YOU STARTED 
THIS, SO YOU 


RESPONSIBILITY 
AND KEEP THE 
ACCOUNTING 





























AanxlOUS 
about tt, 
but 
still... 


Ae 
ea 


~S 
2 
7 


2 


WITH ME, 
MIDORI 


3 
86 
DO 
Os 

9 





























“50 Deposit/ Withdrawal 


CRAP, 
I NEED 


TO GO 
GET THE 
PAYMENT 


IT’S 
MY TURN 
TO PAY 
RENT ON 
MY OTHER 
PLACE 
THIS 
MONTH. 








I CANT 
COUNT 
ON MY 

UNEMPLOy- 
MENT 
INSURANCE 
ANY- 











Credit 
card hell 
Is starting 
to take on 
an urgent 
sense of 
reality... 





Ss 
SES 


Soe 


oe 


_ = 





It's just 
that it’s 
my turn 
to pay the 
rent this 








3000000... 
IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
YOU WANT 
ME TO GO 
TO YOUR 
APARTMENT 
AND GET 
YOUR RENT 
PAYMENT 
SLIP 


Ar€ you 
sure you 
didn’t call the 
wrong person? 
Shouldn't you 
be figuring out 
your apartment 
stuff with your 
boyfriend? 


Well, I’m 


wrapping GOT YOU 
up some USING 
AND 
ABUSING 


WHAT?S 





Probably 
in the 
mail slot. 
































CLUB 
ESCUTCHEON- 
























































acne 
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DOWNHILL 
ALL THE 
WAY HOME, 
SO I HAVE 
TO BE 
CAREFUL, 
RIGHT? 





















































expected. 








SORRY TO 
BE ABRUPT, 
BUT CAN L 
SEE THEM? 






































Oh. 
There 
are 
mirrors 
up 
there. 


on looks 
very 
clean. 


WE°RE 
JUST 
PASSING 
THROUGH 


THE OFFICE 
REALLY |S 


RIGHT 
BELOW THE [© 
fom | 















































OF COURSE 
I KNEW ABOUT 
IT. YOU BRAG 
ABOUT IT 
EVERY TIME 
YOU GET 
DRUNK- 


a 
DOR | 

















THERE’S 
A UNIQUE 
CULTURE 
AROUND 
SOUND 
SYSTEMS- 
IT’S 
KIND OF 
HARD TO 
EXPLAIN, 
BUT--- 


RIGHT? 

I JUST 
CAN’T GET 
ENOUGH 
OF THE 
KIND OF 
BASS THAT 
VIBRATES 
THROUGH 
YOUR 
GUTS! 


THEYRE 
ACTUALLY 
PRETTY 
LIGHT. 


Ana 

fo} 
gan opie 
then, Up. 


WELL... LT 
DEFINITELY 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT 
THEYRE 
AMAZING- 





THIS CLUB, 
THEY’LL 
PROBABLY 
BE TOO 
PEAKY. 


ACTUALLY, 
THESE 
USED TO 
BE MINE- 
I’M JUST 
KEEPING 
THEM HERE 
FOR A 
LINITTLE 





IF WE 
CAN GET 
ENOUGH 


GENERA- 
TORS, WE 
SHOULD 
BE FINE. 


THE BASE 
IS ALITTLE 
BIT BIGGER 

THAN I 

THOUGHT, 

THOUGH--- 


THAT?S 
THAT. 


RIGHT. 


HE’S SETTLED 
IN AT THIS 
FLASHY HOOK UP 
JOINT NOW, BUT 
THIS GUY USED 
TO TRAVEL 
ALL OVER THE 
COUNTRY. 





Don’t call it 
a hook up joint! 
Besides, they're way 
better customers 
than people with 
discerning eats like 
gourselves. You're just 
ittitating and don't 
spend any money! 
You come in ona discount, 


have one drink and stick 
around forever. 


LEAVING 
IT UP TO 
MIDORI- 























WE REALLY 
NEEDED A 
PRO WHO 

COULD DEAL 

WITH THESE 
MONSTER 

SPEAKERS, 

SOL 
CALLED ON 
THIS OLD 

DUDE. 












































WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO DO ABOUT 
SETUP? IT’S 
THE END OF 
THE YEAR— 
THERE’S NO 
WAY I CAN 
DO IT. 























SEND ME 
AN EMAIL 
IF YOU 
NEED 
ANYTHING. 


REALLY? 
BUT YOUVE 
GOT A NEW 

\ BABY AT 





THE DIS 
FROM 
THE DAY 
EVENT 
WANT TO 
SAY HI, 
I THINK- 













































































































































































WELL, 
IF YOURE 
IN AGREE- 


PORT 
COMPANY. 












TOO 2 
RESTRICT- YOUR | oB 


ING? 









A JOB 




























/ 
WHERE 1°M ee 
SURROUNDED ‘eck 
AND WHEN BY MUSIC AND 
YOU GET L CAN FEED 
TIRED OF MY FAMILY. 
HER, LADY, THAT?S THE 
JUST BEST THING IT 
COME HERE EVER. 


FOR AN 
INTERVIEW. 






AT LEAST 
TEACH 
YOU HOW 
TO MIx 
DRINKS- 








































































\ 

































































, 


fl 


I've got another 


errand to run, 
but Could You go 
back to the 
it! 2k tothe 
ot it! ane 3 
Meee it answer emails> 
to we. 



































Sees 
Work wonmitty “7 
1S... 


a 
es 
i 


~~T300: 


VH+oO 


Ye 







B74 
y anmwee t 


ae 





Q 
_2 
Z 


Waaau! 
This isn't 
THE Time 
FOR THis! 








YOU KNOW 
WHAT’S UP! 
THAT STUFF 











SO 
SHOULD 
: I DO? 
IF WE SHOULD 
DON’T DO L BRING 
IT TODAY, THE 
IT WON'T BE || PAYMENT 
FOR A WHILE SLIP TO 
SINCE PLL YOUR 
BE BUSY. PLACE? 





IWiey 


it'll be 
fine! 






Hellooo? | 
You 
there? 












| do 
want to 
go get 
it... But 
do / 
want to 
bring 
Mayur 


ACTUALLY, 
IM JUST 
CURIOUS- 


Who's 
got Emi 
making 

such 

risky 


choices? 
What 
kind of 
guy 
Is he? 


Well, 
of 
course 
/ 
wanna 
¢. Know! 








WHICH IS 
TO SAY, 
WELL 
HAVE TO 
CATCH UP 
SOME 
OTHER 
TIME. 


YOURE 
QUICK. 


BUT 
THEN I 
REALLY 

DID 

GET 

BUSY. 


RUSHING 
OVER HERE 
REALLY 
LEFT ME 
PARCHED- 


YOU SAID 
YOU WERE 
BUSY, BUT 
REALLY YOU 
WERE JUST 
AFRAID OF 
SEEING 
YOUR BOy- 
FRIEND- 





























JUST TELL 
ME WHAT 
YOUVE 
DECIDED TO 
DO WITH 
YOURSELF.--! 


THAT?S 
NOT TRUE! 
IVE 
MADE A 
DECISION! 


trry> AMAn>d> 





---AND 
MAKE 
DINNER 
TONIGHT. 






























GETTING 
HOME 
) EARLIER 
THAN I 
THOUGHT. 













LUCKY! 
SHOULD \ x 
LET EMI bile 
RELAX... j Up even 
thing right 


away. 





fos 


= | 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT?S 
NOT... 


YOURE 


YOURE 
SUCH A 
SCAREDy- 
CAT- 





NO MATTER 


NOT GOING 
TO LEARN 
UNTIL THIS 
BLOWS UP 
IN YOUR FACE 
AT LEAST 
ONCE. 


THIS. ISN°T 
WORTH IT, 
SOITM 
GOING 
HOME- 





There 


are 
some 
pretty 
people 
ving 
here. 


Even 
though 
this 
place is 
run- 
down. 


It looked like 
a huge record 
collector 
lived there. 
But there's 
something 
Odd... 


















































/ THE 
PAYMENT 


) 























IM SO EMBAR- 
RASSED THAT 
SOMEONE SAW 
THIS MESSY 

















ai 





































/ 
thought 


that'd 
smoothed 
things 


. but over... 


Ker 
already 
knew 
about 
this; 
then. 


















This 
1s all 
because 
| Aiea my 
boyfriend 


She must 
be so 
aisillusioned 
now. What 
should | 
tell Ke...? 


DID YOU 





out with 

basically 
no 

makeup 





Maybe that 
could smooth 
some of 
the knots... 
Out OF your 


shoulders?— f: 
“A OR SOME- ee 
ae THING. - 
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IT’S BEEN 
ABOUT 
SIX MONTHS 
SINCE THE 
LOTTERY, 
HASNT IT? 


ROC 
PAPER-SCISSORS 
VICTORY WAS 
RATHER 
GLORIOUS... 
YES, 
INDEED. 
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“~T UM. NICE 
TO MEET YOU, 

MAAM. DM 

IN CHARGE 

OF EVENT 
COORDINA- 

TION FOR 

THE 

DISTRICT. 






































































































































A clear 
blue sky 
with no 
Mm obstruc— 


THERE uM 
SOMETHING ~~ 
HERE? 





AND A WHOLE If 
BUILDING? 


wHat's FUNNy 
about this! 
Hon?! 
Huxan7! 





WELL, 
THE LEVEL 
I’M GOING 
TO SHOW 
YOU HASN?T 

BEEN 
DAMAGED 

AT ALL. 





THIS WHOLE ARE WAS 
INCORPORATED AS A PART 
OF THE CITY'S EARTHQUAKE 
PREPAREDNESS PLANS- 
THEN THE BUILDING WAS BUILT, 
AND IT JUST NEVER 
GOT LEASED. 
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ABOUT ONCE 






ARE 










OR TWICE A 
MONTH. AHH... THERE 
FASHION ANY 
SHOWS, PHOTO OTHER 
SHOOTS AND PEOPLE 
SO ON. USING 
THIS 






PLACE? 






THEY ASI 
TOLD ME MAY HAVE 
I SHOULD SAID, 
RENT THIS 

PLACE OUT 
TO GET 
MORE 
YOUNG 
PEOPLE 
COMING 
TO THIS 
PART OF 
TOWN AND 
INCREASE 
PROPERTY 
VALUES- 


I, 
{hr ! ae 


ile! 
ae, 


THAT 
ACTUALLY 
SOUNDS... 
KIND OF 
AMAZING--- 












ee 
_ 














_ 
























































APPARENTLY 
THIS USED TO 
BE A GYMNASIUM, 
ALTHOUGH 
THEY’VE 
REMOVED THE 
CEILING AND 


FLOORING. 


ty 
ta, 
tty 


Vy 
os 


it in this 
huge 


L’M.-- 
SCARED. 





HOW 
LONG 
HAVE YOU 
BEEN 
PLANNING 


--and 
going 
forward 
with this 
Place. 
THAT?S 
RIGHT- 
YOU CAN DO 
ANYTHING, 
ALL BY 
YOURSELF. 


A WELL, 
|] ave tHars 

































































OUR FIFTH 
EVENT... 


Like She 
with gets 
Kurata... things 
SO 
quickly. 











WHAT?S 
WRONG? 


LET’S 
GO 
HOME- 










































































I TOTALLY 
THOUGHT IT 
WAS HER, 
THOUGH--- 





walking 
home 


split Up 
at the 
station. 





AND 
THEN 
SHINKAWA 
SAID HE 
SAW YOU, 
ASAHINA- 








Don’t 
push 


your table 
next to 
mine! 


: OUR. 
I Aes DON’T TALK " Nore 
SAY WHO LIKE I°M \ TOGETHER 
1 MEANT WITH KEI 24/7, TOU, 


THOUGH- PLEASE- 




















WEREN'T 
YOU THE ONE 
WHO WAS ALL, 
“17S NO 
GOOD IF 
EVERYONE’S 


NOT 
TOGETHER?” 


THE MORE 
I FIND 
OUT ABOUT 
ALL OF yOu, 
THE MORE 
I FEEL LIKE 
NOTHING_ 


YOU 
STILL 
SHOULDN'T "h 
BE SO 
UNSURE 
ABOUT 
SOME- 
THING AS an | 
DUMB AS a 
WHETHER SURE THAT 
ALENTE Ww a. KE! JUST 
TALENTED “REST 
OR NOT. CROUNGE 
WORK FOR 
ME WHEN 
I SAID I 
WANTED TO 
HELP OUT, 
TOO... 




















BUT HE KEEPS 
GOING, AND IT = EVERY- 
KIND OF TURNS THING 
INTO SOME- HE DOES 





LOOK AT 
THIS GUY. 





I DONT 
: IT?S 


GARBAGE 






I 
THOUGHT 
ear aE RC HES ee IT WAS AN 
Sere ee Ronee on oe “Tl BQUIPMENT 


HUH? \".: 
YEAH 
RIGHT- 


Q 





LT’S 


TRUE!! 





/ 


Ly by 


That's 
I've 


right... 
already 


seen it. 


Se 
aS 
Ea 
S< 
0 
3h 





REALLY 
IMPORTANT 
TO ME. 


OOOH. WELL, 
I DUNNO 
WHAT IT IS, 
BUT LI HOPE 
IT GOES 
WELL. 











SHINKAWA, 


YOURE 


Didn't you 
want to 
practice? 






































» THIS 
IS just 
normal 
Jealousy. 
| know 
that. 











ce 


done it 
some 
where | 
couldn't 


-mght 
not be 
able to be 
together 
like this 


anymore. 
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“| Won't 
Go Back 
to Being 
Your 
Friend!” 


A song 
about how 
lonesome it 

can be to 
realize your 
true feelings... 


..trom the 
heartfelt third 
album by 
Nice Pop 









| 








te. 


is tangy Veils Le \ Like the 
time we 


Ke ut 
wT AG : were \ 


| wah : 
Hi nif We ti ‘returning 












First, a? 
Wp gee 


to do 











different what Kei 
fun things sees, 
with her by her 
and see side. 
that 
expression 
on her 


face again. 
































| loved it 
so much. 
That's why 
| picked 
this place. 
But | never 


Used It. 





We 
got so 
fired 
up and 
ended 
up 
buying 
this 
huge 
fridge. 
































GOT 
SOMETHING 
I NEED 
TO TALK TO 
YOU ABOUT.-- 
OKAY? 





























It doesn't matter what you have to say. 
| knew tt was something like that. 





Even 
though 
I'm sure 
he had 
a Whole 
lot he 
wanted 
to say 
back... 


quietig ~ 


j)listened . 
» aan f to what, 
/ had: 


to say._ 














This 
black 
fur 
reminds 
me of 
Ker's 
hair... 
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Lt 
FINALLY 
GOT 
I THROUGH 
TO YOU. 


IVE BEEN 
TRYING 
‘eco TO REACH 
. f = YOU SINCE 
ON THEIR H ‘ YESTERDAY. 


END, 
BUT THEY 


DECIDED 
TO GO 
WITH THE 
OTHER 
EVENT. 


IT’S PARTLY 
: I LET EVERYONE IT’S OUR FAULT FOR 
PLEASE EVERY- KNOW LAST NIGHT GOING TALKING TO 
IN THE CHAT, TO PUT ay ical Ly 
BUT WITHOUT OUR A HUGE - 
LEADER, AND BY CRIMP — ING ala 
THAT I MEAN IN OUR 
WE Dien one PLANS. — MANAGER. 


TO A DECISION. 











































And one Because Kei, the 
money money 
more changes want manage- 
thing. You _relation- anyone ment is 
remem- _ ships. totoke gonna be 
ber that, onany ditterent 
extra this time. 
Tisk. We're in 
the black 
right now, 
but it’s 
not nearly 


























ACTUALLY 
I RAN 
INTO HER 
YESTERDAY 
AFTERNOON 
AND.-- 
































IT’S ALL 





wouldn't 
know. 
But... 


Don't let 
her go 
because 
of some 
impulse. 


WELL, SHE 
SAID THAT, 
BUT I 
THINK IT 
WAS HALF 
FOR YOUR 








And 
maybe 
this isn't 
something 


brought 
her 
into this. 
























































this mood 
| can't let 
even a cat 
run away 
from me... 
| won't let 


it happen! 





























































































































Ww 1 
wWwieZz 
weteZ5y 
>S20wEL 
m3 805 45 
x ry 
oe Va 


MY 
FRIENDS 











30, 
PLEASE 





REQUEST. 


——- 


I HADN'T 


3 
CONFUSED 
FOR A 
WHILE-_- 





GUESS I 
REALIZED 
THAT 
YOU WERE 
TRYING 
TO SAY 
SOME- 
THING. 


A-AND COWARD 
ALSO, AT THE 
THIS IS THE BEST OF 
FIRST TIME TIMES! 
I°VE FELT 
THIS WAY 
ABOUT 
ANOTHER 
WOMAN! 
I DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO vo! 










{ don’t even 
really... 
know how 
you feel 
about me! 

















































































































---LIKE 
SOMETHING > 
LOVERS DOESN°’T 


OTHER? 
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WS 


NO 


IT’S 


OVER, 
were 

































































































































































































YOURE 


YOU KEEP 
RUNNING 
ALL OVER 
TOWN 

WITHOUT 
ME RIGHT 
Z\ BEFORE 

CHRISTMAS- 









Wuaaaat 
do | do? 
| didn't 
THINK of 
ANyTHinG! 


HA HA HA! 
I WILL 
NEVER 

GET 
TIRED 
OF YOU. 
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Waaaar?! 
No, 
its Fine! 
dust 
Say it! MEANT 


SAY IT 
WITH A 
LITTLE 
MORE 
GRAVITAS-. 


really 
happy 
to be 
with 
you! 


I'M 
HAPPIEST 
WHEN 
I’M WITH 
YOU TOO, 
EMI- 








IT CANT 
BE MORE 
EMBAR- 
RASSING 
THAN WHAT 
WE°RE 
DOING 
RIGHT 
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ae 
expressions 
that change 

So offen. 4X 


your deep, 
clear 
eyes. 





how it’s so 

obvious that 
your temperature 

goes right up 


I love your 
small hands 
and how they 
tog me along 
to places I’ve 
never been. 








IVE BEEN 
WORKING SO 
HARD ON THE 
VENUE THAT LI 

HAVEN’T HAD A 

CHANCE TO 

PRACTICE 

LATELy. 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I WONDER 


IF D°LL 
FIND A SONG 
LIKE THAT 
SOMEDAY. 


MOMENT. 




































































oN 


nea 

















oN) ( 


pect. al 
\ 


ne 
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